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Editors Intro [(\\TLEVIT

Apalogies for the delay of this Canny Bewvyasit
wasariginally put back due to the Beer Rastival
and this has bash compoundad by me not
having accesstoa PC and the interwsab, An arror
ionly anel) occurred last issuewhen | credited
the York article to Duncan Couchman instead of
DuncanWoodhead, however he now wishes to
bea known as ‘Couchmanfrom now on, =0 alls
wiall that ends well,

Fallowing the last AGR we have 3 new Prassand
Publicity Officar, Meil Harvwey who takes over from
Martin Ellis whom we thank for all of hiswork on
behalf of the branch over the wears.

Another recent development in the branch isthe
re-intraduction of the’Pub of the Seasonaward

wihich will hopafully highlight pubsinour branch
area that may not get the publicity they desarws,

Due in the nedt Canny Bawwy is the listof pubsin
Mewea stlewhich serve real ale, 3 bit late again,
but it istaking a bit of time to get togethear.

Finally, please support the campaign for a full
pint which was promised by Mew Labour in their
1557 manifesto maore details in this issue
iFoliticians forgetting promises, whatevear next,
theyll probably exampt themsales from The
Freedorm of Infarmation Act i

And finally a big round of applause and congrat-
Llations to all of thos2 peoplawho wiuntasnad
to make the recent Mewcastle Baar Rastival
anothear huge suatess,

Pa: Berwick Eangers are the Soottish third divi-
sion champion s if you didnt already know that!
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Micro Brews in Florida

| recently went on holiday to visit friends who
had emigrated from Gateshead to Kissimmee,
Florida and to do the whole theme park thing
with the family. | thought it might be
informative to put fingers to keyboard and
share my drinking experiences with Canny
Bevvy readers who might find themselvesin a
similar predicament of finding scmething
decent to drink in the 'Lland of the Fizzy" If you
are not a Ceors, Miller or Budweiser fan you
may be a bit apprehensive at visiting a country
dominated by big brewers like Anheuser Busch
who even own a couple of the theme parks.
However, you should not despair as America
actually brews some of the finest beer on the
planet; you just haven't found it yet! Allis not
lost and after all, it was an American, John B
Segal, a hop grower from Grandview,
Washington wheo introduced the Cascade hop
which is a mainstay of the U.S. micro brewing
industry and an integral ingredient of many
fine British beers today.

First stop was the hire car company at Sanford
Airport to add another driver to the car
insurance. After all, who was going to drive
once | had discovered the source of all this fine
beer? Next was the local supermarket to stock
up on bottles, aveiding anything from the big
bays. Supermarkets in the Florida usually sell
their beer in 6 packs of 12 oz bottles at
between $6 — 8% which is £3.48 - £4.60 after
yeu add on the 7% sale tax which they don't
stick on until you get to the till. America excels
in making heavily hepped, high gravity IPA
(India Pale Ale) style beers. Just how high the
gravity is you may never know as despite being
warned of an early death by the Surgecn
General you will not find the alcohol content
anywhere on the label on the majority of
bottles. Although | failed to find anything in
the class of the stunning Goose Island IPA
from Chicago or Alaskan Smoked Porter, there
was a fine selection of micro brews. Here are
some of the favourites | managed to try:
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Sierra Nevada Pale Ale 5.6%, (a hoppy IPA),
Wheat

Samuel Adams Honey Porter (a sweet porter),
Brown Ale, Black Lager, Cherry Wheat {cherry
dominates, chviously), White Beer (a Belgium
wheat style)

Blue Moon Belgium White 5.4% (a Belgium
wheat style with plenty of citrus, akin to
Krenenbourg Blanc or a poor man’s
Hogaarden)

Stone Pale Ale 5.4% (a highly hopped,

fruity IPA}

Avisit to Sea World filled me with expectation
as | recalled on my first visit several years ago
there was a small beer festival giving away
free beer. It's funny how free beer sticks in the
memaory. This had actually turned cut to be a
plastic cup of free experimental beer which
made me the unpaid guinea pig for a global
brewer. Thank the lord they limited me to 3
small cups. This time arcund there was still
free beer in bigger plastic cups (about a half
pint), it wasn't experimental anymore and
there seemed to be no limit to the amount of
times you could go back. Sadly, it was all
tasteless fizz, even the Winter Brew which
claimed to have been aged in old bourbon
casks had no discernable flavour even after
letting it warm above the near 2 degrees that
itwas served at. After trying 4 different beers |
found I had drunk less than a half pint and had
binned the rest! Yes, | did say that it was free!

On a later visit to Sea World | did manage to
find another free bar in the same building
which was trying to promote different flavour
syrups which were added to the beer. Ah hal |
thought, this was what | had been supposed to
do with the previous beer in order to add some
flavour. Genius | thought! This could
revoluticnise brewing by adding all the flavour
afterwards and saving on all those expensive
brewing ingredients. | was just abeout to
purchase the entire UK franchise for this

wonder syrup when a slight flaw in my plan
came to light. Although the beer undeniably
now had taste it was so sickly sweet that it
now tasted like an alcopop. Pass me the bin
please. In fairness, | did manage to get two
fairly decent beers at this bar without the
addition of syrup. The Red Hook brewery ESB (a
5.0% Tull bodied fruity special bitter) &
Heffeweis (a 6.5% German wheat style) but |
needed to let them warm up before | could
taste anything. | was about to settle down for
a session when it was pointed out that
heckling at the dolphin show wouldn’t be
appreciated and might upset the kids.

Florida has a lot of nice pubs typically in the
bar — diner style. This means that the majority
of space is taken up by dinning tables with the
drinkers seated or standing around an island
bar (think Cheers). The only trouble is that the
place is so damn big and they are so far apart
that someone always has to drive. Fortunately,
on my visit to The Town Tavern in Celebration,
721 Front 5t #n10, Kissimmee 34747 (Phone 407
t66 2526) itwasn't me. Celebration
incidentally is a madel town built by the
Disney corporation where the rich and even
richer live in million dollar mansions behind
white picket fences and perfectly manicured
lawns. Flarida in general is good value to eat
out and The Tavern was no exception with the
bill coming to arcund £60 for the 6 of us.On
the beer front | was drinking the Sam Adams
Winter Lager at 6% ABY for arcund $4 a pint
(about £2.25) on draught which was a very
good spiced ale with hints of coriander. The
Tavern also had an extensive range (gg of
them) of bottled U.S. and international beers
which is not untypical of that type of pub.|
tried the local Shipyard brewery Pale Ale (5.8%)
which was not as geod as my expectations of
it had been but still very drinkable.

| also visited a bar called Houlihan's in
Kissimmee at 8520 West Irle Brenson
Memarial Highway, Kissimmee, 347471014
(Phone: 1407 809 0goo) at which | enjoyed
the 4.8% Sam Adams Boston Lager and the
5.4% Blue Maoon Belgium White on draught. |

also tried the Yeugling Lager which seems to
be popular in this area but found it lacking any
great taste. On this basis | did not try the
Yeugling Black & Tan which can be found in
bottles in the supermarkets. Another bar in the
area to try that | did not get towas Harry
Ramsbottom’s at 5260 West Irlo Bronson
Memorial Highway #112, Kissimmee, 34746-
5349 (Phone:1 407 396 4n4) which is reputed
to serve real ale. Both these pubs are just off
U.S. Highway 192 which is the main East -
West road through Kissimmee.

On my previous trip to Florida some ten years
or more ago, | stayed on International Drive.
There was a bar called Bennigan’s adjacent te
the Holiday Inn which is a chain of bars that
had a large number of quality draught and
bottled ales. Sadly, | did not get around to
visiting it this time but the chain still thrives
and could be waorth visiting if you are in the
area. Less than a mile south of there and not
so thriving on International Drive is a
Mediterranean style precinct called the
Mercado and an English style pub called the
Cricketers Arms at 8445 Internaticnal Drive,
Orlando, Florida, 32819-9357, (Phone: 1 407 354
0686). This was a vibrant area 10 years ago but
now there is barely a shop or café left open as
peaple have chosen to rent relatively cheap
villas in Kissimmee rather than stay in the
large | - Drive hotels. Apart frem the pub the
only thing of interest nowadays at the
Mercado is the Titanic museum.

| used to love the Cricketers with it's olde
worlde wooden beams on my first visit but
sadly the pub and it's beer have alsc seen
better days in my opinion.The beers on hand
pump were Fuller's Lendon Pride at 4.1%, & ESB
at 5.5%, Shipyard Cld Thumper at 5.9% with
Fuller's India Pale Ale at 4.8% advertised on the
wall outside so it may have been available at
some time or other. The Old Thumper is
actually Shipyard’s version of the Ringwood
beer using the same recipe. The pub also
shows the Premiership & England football
matches. | tried a pint of the ESB which |
couldn't finish as it tasted strangely stale,
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although nat winaous. The wife tried the

Budw aizar Light which also tasted the same
which I3 curiousfor a pasteurised baer A bit
like that glass of water that you left by vour
bed side and drank out of desperation two
nights later. | canonly hope thiswas a oneoff
othearwise it's 3 caseof Bud Light stopped play
at the Cricketers and wou can avoid the follow
on far mel

My last night in Florida @incided with my
birthday so [ wasnt driving again. Eesultl To
celebrate the oatasion we headed for the
Drisney Boardwalk for 3 meal which is a resort
bt el with a boardwalk and small beach
around a lake with shops and restaurants. |t is
free o entar and is an ideal place toview the
nightly firewark display from the near by Epoot
Centre It isalso home to the Big River Crille &
Brewing Warks which has it's own mido
braweryan site 2101 Epoot Resort Boul evard
(Disney’s Boardwalk), Lake Buena Vista, Flarida,
32530-8407 (Phone: 1407 téo o253 | didn't
think the fiood was fantastic although others
inour party enjoved it, but hell buddy | wasnT
there for the food was |

i~
Li_'

=

P
§ | meEmero [,

-4
L
I
el
M
-
4

| (memomD [ o= N

*“ | mrEwe—g

Thisisthe seand brewery under the Big River
hame with theoriginal being situated in
Chattanooga, Tennesseaea On my visit theara was
ho sign of the Choo Choo but therewere 7
pumpson the bar dispensing & different bears:
Sauthern Flyer Light Lager 3.6% (Liberty hops),

Gadzooks Filsner g.o% ([Cerman Hersbru doar
hops), Steamboat Pale Ale g o2 (Parle hops),
Rocket Red Ala .32 (Crystal malt & Cascade
hops), Sweet Magnolia Brown Ale £.2% (the
winter seasonal using Mt Hood hops & Crystal

P Y

& Chomlate malts from the LK) and a Special
pump dispensing IPA at 6.5% on this oocasion.
Other beers in the portfolio but not available
on my visit included Wow zear's Wheat at 433
[a sumrmer seasanal using Bavarian yeastl and
Iron Horse Stout at g 625 The stout, browmn and
red ale-havewon medals at the Great
American Beer Festival in Denver on more than
oneoc@sion. Many of the hops, yeast & malts
Lsed were sourced from the LUK, and Caermany
fo give an authenticflavour to the differant
styles. | didnt get timeto try the pilsner but all
theotherswere excellent with the Eed and the
Spedal IPA being peraonal favourites,

Onefinal thing to note; iF wou travel by Virgin
Atlanticyou will fly into Orlando International
Airpart as opposed to Sanford iF you arein the
cheap seats This affords wou the opportunity
o wisit the Shipyard braweary on Wl way in
and out which is America's only airport
situated micro brewery That should cure wur
fearaf flying!
Chesars,
John Whitfield

I BRIDLE PATH
A Family fdendly puk with
A WRITH WeloOIng admosptere

Full menu available - choose
2 main meal with either a

E astarter or dessert for £6,95

oy sederhen’ Meads

Spedal drinks offers
available all day everyday

Bridie Path Golf Open 2007
Wednesdzy TIth September

Gemeral knowledge quiz Mon & Wed
Disco Friday
Live enertainment Saturday & Sunday

Live Sky spors

The Boathouse

ps: Mark B Nurm-.n Weatherburn
Choose from
12 handpulls

Tel:
01661 853431

Omne ale ot Fooed served

12 - 4pm
Elﬂi?;;m Sat & Sun
Mon - Thurs ﬂight
next to
Private parties/ the station
buffets at Wylam
CAMRA Famous for its
Northumberland atmosphere
Pub of the year Opem all day sveryday .
¥ ’ eet Bonr Foatival and the crack
2001, 2002 Selaction of Ciders from cellar ' viam Brewery
2004, 2005, 2006 gy Trips (after private parties) Tap

The Award Winning

Newcastle Arms

www.newcastlearms.co.uk

The Newcastle Arms Beer Festival
Thursday 21st to Sunday 24th June 2007

QOwer 30 different real ales and various ciders

2000 CAMRA Iyneside & Northumberland Pub ”f The Year




Gateshead Update

Following last month’s list of pubs/clubs in
Gateshead that sell real ale there are a couple
of additions to the list:

The John Bull lnn

Gateshead Fell Cricket Club, Eastwood
Gardens, Gateshead. tel, o191 4booigao
(Probably best to ring as they are a private club
but have put on music nights open to

the public),

Olde Cross, Barmoor Lane, Old Ryton Village,
MEgqo 30P tel o191 4134689

Recently reopened, have been told that the
beer is as good as ever. And finally a new one
to add, thanks toTony Turner for the info.

The Sun, Market Lane, Swalwell, tel, o101
4887783 beats Dunston by having 2 real ales
on sale starting in May, regular ale is Jennings
Cocker Hoop at 4.6%, the first guest was/is
Hopback Crop Circle at 4.2%. The guest will be
rotated regularly, socallinand give it a try

A CADNY BEULY|

Tyneside and
Northumberland
CAMRA Pubs of the

Year

We have been presenting the certificates for
the pubs of the year as voted by the members
of the branch, Thanks to Neil, Gus, Morman,
Margo and all of their staff for making us
welcome, As a reminder the pubs are

North Northumberland
The John Bull Inn, 12 Howick Street, Alnwick
MEGE 1LY tel onéHgtozors

South West Northumberland

The Boathouse,
Station Road, Wylam
ME41 GHE tel o166
602233

South East Northumberland

—=—— Tap and Spile, 23
Manchester Street,
Morpeth MES11BH tel,
21670 513804

Tyneside
Newcastle Arms, 57 St Andrews Street,
Mewcastle MET 5SE tel 0191 2602490

We then sent our squad of specially trained
drinkers around the pubs tochoose one to go
forward into the NE regionalvote which aftera
close vote was the Newcastle Arms,

North East Regional Pub of the Year

The following have been selected by each of
the branches in the Morth East for the regional
pub of the year.

Newcastle Arms, 57 St Andrews Street,
Mewcastle ME1 55E

Number Twenty-Two, 2z Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DLz 7RG

Victoria, 86 Hallgarth Street, Durham DH1 345
King's Arms, Beech Street, Sunderland SR4 6BU
Ship Inn, Low Road, Middlestone Village DLi4 848

Any branch members able to visitall of these and
wolld like tovote email me with the results of
your vate, and it will be counted towards the
branch decision,

Tynedale Beer Festival 2007

This year's festival will be held at the usual venue
of Tynedale Rugby club in Carbridge from the 14th
to the16th of June. More

information can be found at:

www. tynedalebeerfestival.org.uk,

The branch is hoping to have a stall there.

YOUR LOCAL ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR YOUR
ENTIRE BAR AND JANITORIAL NEEDS

Glassware Cleaning Chemicals

Optics & Bar Sundries  Cleaning Accessories
Crockery Toilet Paper
Cutlery Hand Towels
Mapkins Refuse Sacks

Perzonalised
Work-wear

UPGRADE YQOUR WASHROOMS FOR FREE!

Disposable Glasses

We offer FREE, Modern, Colour Coded Toilet
Paper & Hand Towel Dispensers with
FREF Fiiting

Tel: 01582 737233
Email: Sales@glassbar.org

fel: U191 413 1049 |

WWW.coalies.co.uk
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The Smoking Ban and the Future

Cne of the headlines in the last Canny Bewvwvy
shouted loud and proud that “mMillions will
return to the pub after smoking ban' | very
much hope that this is right but would sug-
gest that this optimistic appraisal of how the
trade will fare in the immediate aftermath of
the banis to say the least based on flawed
research, Using previous bans as a markerin
places such as Mew York, Ireland and Scotland
a pattern seems to be evident, Although those
that can sunvive the initial two to three vears
will eventually see business recover, that same
period of time will see many go to the wall
whilst bars and other licensed premises strug-
gle to reorganise themselves into a new order,
Atypical figure would see a drop in sales of
around 10%, Bizarrely figures in Scotland and
Ireland also show tobacco sales during this
time to have gone up!

With the most at risk pubs being traditional
wet led establishments CAMRAS almost blasé
approach would seem to me to be a surprising
one. Of course this stance was based on
research into what people say they planto do
afterthe ban but although 840000 people,
who currently do not use their pub at all, say
that they will inthe future | would say that to
base our hopes on this relatively small section
of society who have neveryisited pubs in the
past and, despite good intentions, probably
won't in the near future, is ludicrous, The arti-
cle went onto tell us about community pub
week the very same community pubs that will
be most underthreat over the next faw
months and years.

The effects of the ban will be far reaching, Of
course many pubs will be cleaner and more
healthy places to spend time but in five years
time will CAMEA have any community pubs
left tosupport? The gastro pub and style bar
will no doubt survive but the swathe of cus-
tomers that traditional wet led pubs are about
T0 lose may be too many for some to bear Real
ale is of course a quality indicator and a

L [i: 1 lL]I'J.jtla.l ‘]

unigue selling paint so those that sell it may
be slightly protected from general trends and
those that have prepared any outside space
will also fare a little better Café culture is,
however a long way off in Northem England.

My biggest fearis that in five or ten years time
people will wake up one day and suddenly say
“where have all our pubs gone?”sure the
licensed trade will still exist but will traditional
pubs be part of it. Over hundreds of years
England's pubs have developed a style and feel
that is not anly unigue but also famous the
world over. Make no mistake, this ban threat-
ens thatl In recent years the resurgence of cask
beervia micro breweries has been ane of the
trades few success storjes but if this is to con-
tinue thevery pubs that they sell to must find
a way to simply stay in business!

Although the future for many pubs may be
uncertain CAMRA actually have a fantastic
opportunity to spread the real ale word, Whilst
landlords struggle tofind a way forward
CAMRA can help them. As previously men-
tioned cask beer can, and is, often a unigue
selling point especially when compared to the
bland and unimaginative Barras type pubs
that proliferate inour towns and cities so
those that are not made to see ts value will be
in greater danger. Another selling point for
pubs is beer quality and real ale is usually a fair
indicator for quality and standards in other
areas. Finally the pub is the only place you can
buy cask conditioned ale and in these days of
supermarkets using beeras a |oss leader this
may be a salvation to many CAMRA must sejze
this opportunity and aggressively promote
their real ale cause to not only to the public
but also within the trade. If new licensees can
be persuaded then the future may not be
quite 5o bleak and whilst promating real ale
CAMRA may just be able 1o save the traditional
pub while they are at itl

Graeme Oswald
Oddfellows, North Shields

et \(EAPCHEE i
The infamous I(-Jr‘;‘/nr'.n.ryr' was one of the bést

loved Real Ade pubs in the city. and won ihe coveled
accolade of the Best Real Ale Pub of the Year on

a couple of ooccasions. However, over the past fow
years, it sadly lost ils way. UNTIL NOWIE

o=
Tha fi;—.y’rwzyr- has finally bean taken aver by new

managamant who really camn about quallty beer with
quality service, We're ready o bring back the glory
days with a massive selection of fine ales from the
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AND MANY MORE!!
So, if you havent been In for a while, come and be pan
of e revalubon!

W gonuinaly Inok foneard 10 2arving you soonl
Choers kom £on .r:f;'?ngr/f’ and all my fantastic stafl

32 The Close

Quayside F

Newcasile Upon Tyne § « y
NE1 3RF $

Tel: (019 2352950 ““l“ﬁ
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ég‘ 59-61 BRIDGE STREET BERW

ICK-UPON-TWEED TDI15 1ES %

DRINKING EMPORIUM

E

01289 308013

O} www.thebarrels.co.uk |
)

[

info(@thebarrels.co.uk Fo

5 CAsK ALES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

REGULARS: PENTLAND 1PA

I'otHy TavLors LAxpLORD & SPITrIRE
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Take it to the Top

This promise has not been
fulfilled and has cost the consumer £4.5 bil-
lion over the last decade.

ep PINTTO
Mep.SLmED

CAMRA Chief
Executive Mike
Benner said: “It

S FILL
R MEWLY
1§ AGAINST YO REEN SHORT

MucH YouvE

n - d ' “ i t is a disgrace
ma“ ainl I"n S that uptoa
Visit wtakeit tothe top.co.uk and add your support - q uarter ofaII

A QUARTER OF PINTS IN THE UK pints served

ARE SERVED LESS THAN 95% FULL. inthe UK are
CAMRA CALLS FOR CONSUMERS TO |€S§ than.
“TAKE IT TO THE TOP” 95% liquid

when the consumer is pay-

A new survey by the Campaign for ing fqr a full pint every time. Lg bour had .
Real Ale (CAMRA) has today revealed that one pron’_nsed to_ introduce legislation to end thls
in four pints in the UK are served less than unfair practice ten years ago and the continu-
staggering £431 million every year! CAMRA lions of pounds.”

has today launched a nationwide petition P '

calling for the Government to end short

measures as they promised a decade ago. CAMRA has set up a petition for consumers

calling for the government to introduce
legislation that a pint will not be less than
100% liquid. As well as being online at:
www.takeittothetop.co.uk , copies of the
petition will be at CAMRA beer festivals across
the UK. Petition postcards will be sent out to
CAMRA's 85,000 strong membership
nationwide to sign.

For the first time in its 35 year history, CAMRA
has taken out advertisements in national
media® in order to let consumers know how
to make a stand against this unfair practice.
The CAMRA survey of local authorities' trading
standards departments has revealed:

+ A shocking 26.6% of all pints served are over | pike Benner added: “This is not just a

5% short measure problem that affects real ale drinkers. Lager
« The worst example found was 13% short of a | drinkers and cider drinkers are being short

full pint changed too.

s 76% of pubs goers want the Government to
stick to its promise to ensure drinkers get a “It is time the Governmernit met its promise
full pint and made sure pub goers get the full pint

that they pay for every time. | would urge all
Beer drinkers lose £1.3 million every day by beer drinkers that are fed up with being
paying for a full pint but receiving less than ripped off at the bar to sign CAMRA's "Take it
100% liquid in the glass. Labour had made an | to the top’ petition and help us make a
election promise to legislate against short difference.”

measures in 19g7.

X CARNYBEULY

The Wheatsheaf

plain pub in 1907 The Big Lamp Brewery is
also celebrating 25 years of brewing this year
and events are planned to mark the occasion,
more info when we get it.

26 Carlisle Street, Felling, NE1o oHQ
Tel: 0191 4200659

The Wheatsheafis the Big Lamp Brewery's
ather pub, situated close to Felling Metro
station. The Wheatsheaf is a basic, no frills
pub that could be said to be a bit rough
around the edges or alternatively to have ‘a
bit of character’. The pub consists of two
areas, the main bar, which in the past was
partitioned into a bar, sitting room and bottle
and jug, which has a real coal fire.

Haydon Bridge, Narthumberiand (469)
T 01434 684376 F: 01434 684253

generalhavelock@aol.com

A traditional Novthumberland Inn with an
original stone barn vestanvant overlooking the
River South Tyne. Serving home-made food

using local produce & a selection of local real ales

There is also a back room through which you
pass to go to the gents which is still the
original situated in the back yard. The beer as
mentioned is by Big Lamp, available on a
recent visit were Prince Bishop, Sunny Daze,
Bitter and Old Genie. Prices are very reason-
able at usually under £2 a pint. In 2007 the
Wheatsheaf is celebrating its 10oth birthday
as the current tiled pub replaced the original

‘WITH ENTRIES IN
The Which Good Food Guide 2007
The Good Beer Guide 2007
Open Tuesday to Sunday 12.00 - 2.00
& 7.00pm - 9.00pm (For Food)
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Oddfellows Arms

The Oddfellows arms likesto desaibe itself as
"Morth Shields' best kept secret” Well, thanks
toa wery successful second Annual Beer
Festival, that is no longer the case The pub can
now justly describe itself as Morth Shields best
known real ale pub.

The Gddfellows Arms has been owned and
managed by husband and wife Graeme and
lane Cswald since March 2003, and boasts
amongstit’s regular customers CAMEA mem-
bers Alan and Linda Stobbs. Alan, of course, s
well known asthe Beer Crderer for Mewcastle
Beer Festival, and is a veteran of many other
Eeer Festivals, both CAMEA and pub-based, so
itwas only natural that when Grasme decided
hewould like the Oddfellows to host a Bear
Festival in May 2006, he turned to Alan for
advice,

In fact Graeme went further than just asking
for advice He asked Alan to order the beers, set
up the Festival Bar in the pub's Beer Garden,
and then torun the Bar. Alan selected an out-
standing range of 16 real ales, many fram
breweries not often, if ever, seen in the Morth
East. Being a friend of Alan's, | decided to
attend the Festival as a customer on the
Friday night, but after noticdng how Alan was
beingrun off his feet, | volunteered to help
behind the bar, Thus started my association
with the Qddfellows Beer Festival, and |
proceeded to work all day Saturday and
Sunday!l Alan's part in the festival should not
be understated. He takes a week of his Annual
Leawve to make the festival a success, starting
with the construction of the bar at the begin-
ning of the week, taking delivery of the bee,
racking and tapping the beer, and connecting
all the hand-pumps up. He then works behind
the bar for most of the time that the festival is
open,

The bar for the first year was a bit of a hashed
job,with part of it borrowed from Mordue
Brewery and the rest of it consisting of 3 cou-

HINDVEELAN

ple of tables! Showing his commitment to
future festivals, however, this year's bar turned
out to be much more professional, a custom-
built bar in fact, built by Dick Attlee of Real Ale
Technical Services. Graeme has also invested in
six hand-pumps, and hopefully will be persuad-
ed to purchase more for next year's festival.

l'would say that fora first try [ast year's festi-
wal was a success, but due to the wet weather,
which saw an invasion of snails down the back
wall of the beer garden, it wasnt as much of a
success aswe had hoped.

Despite this, Grasme decided to press ahead
with a second festival, and this year | believe it
was a resounding success. This | would put
down to it being better weather, more people
knew about the festival, and the beer list again
being very innovative. [t was also decided to
put a real cider on the Festival bar, to seeif it
held any interest for the festival goers. After
helping out last year, alan had asked meif|
would help out again, and so at sprm on Friday
evening | found myself behind the bar ready
for the fray Alan had told me that Thursday
night had been reasonably busy and that
Friday day had been steady but | was confident
of being able to cope on my own, and seeing
how tired Alan looked, | told him and Linda to
aet off early and get a good night's rest, as
saturday would probably be busy

Big mistakel The place got abselutely packed
and | was rushed off my feet. Customers were
three deep all along the bar, but luckily help
was athand in the form of CAMRA member
Stuart Scott who helped out when it became
impossible to serve quickly enough on my
o, It was made even worse by one real ale,
Crazy Chick from Boggart Hole Clough brew-
ery having a tap which insisted on dispensing
just a trickle, and took nearly two minutes to
fill 3 half-pint glass. Closing time saw an
extremelytired person making his way home.

| wias however, back at1o:30 on the Saturday
ready for opening time. The day turned out to
again be very busy but with both alan and

myselfbehind the bar, it was much more com-
fortable ¥We were both pleasantly surprized
with how far some people had travelled to
attend the festival, with four CAMEA members
from Mansfield branch turning up!
Unfortunately, Saturday also saw the start of
the downside of a Beer Festival, namelywhen
the beers start to run out. Economics dictate
that a successful Beer Festival is determined by
how many beers are |eft at the end, and our
beers started running out on Saturday The
first casualtywas the real cider, Bushels from
Biddenden in Kent, which had proved extreme-
ly popular, especially amongst the female
dientele. Luckily, we managed to procure
another cider from Jarr ow Brewery, and this
also prowved a good seller, running out on the
sunday night. By the end of Saturday night, 8
of the16 beers had been drunk dry.

sunday proved to be reasonably quist, but|
think this is only to be expected for a pub
Festival. We still had a Tair few people in,
though, and by Sunday night only 4 beers
remained. Graeme declared himself overall
extremely happy with the way it had gone, not
only had the festival been successful, but tak-
ings in the pub were also higher than usual.
So now planning starts for a third festival. |
have dedared myself available to help behind
the bar again, and all Alan and | have to do
now isto persuade Graeme to increase the
nurnber of beersl We hope to hawve another
four handpumps so thatwe can have1o beers
on handpump, and 1o on gravity This means
that when a beer on handpump runs out, we
can switch one of the gravity beers onto the
empty handpump thus keeping a full range on
the bar. Hopefully the number of real ciders wil|
increase, as they did prowve incredibly popular.

5o, T you were there, thank you very much for
attending, and if you weren there, why
werent you there? Either way see you next
year at Morth Shields best Beer Festival.

The festival started on Thursday May 3rd, and
ran over the Bank Holiday weekend until
Monday Tth May

Barley Mow Inn

5 real ales on at all times
Elack Sheep as standard
Live music every Saturday
Sunday night quiz

Food served
11.00 - 10.00 Monday - Friday
Sat 1100t 8.00
Sunday Lunch 11,30 - 4.00

Opening times 11.00 - 12 midnight

PLOVER

Northumberland’s new
micro brewery supplying
the best pubs throughout
the North of England

W Tel: 01434 618686

www.allendalebrewco.co.nk
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Finest Gvest Ales
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The WUnion Fooms 38 Weslgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne
Wethercpaons 85 Russell Way, Metro Gentre, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear
The n‘.'l?uq{i&s 35-37 The Close, Quayside, Newcastle upon Tyne
The Job Bulman 5t Nicholas Avenue, Gosforth, Newcastie
The Keel Eeow Unit 63, The Gate Cinema Complex, Newnate Street, Newcastle upon Tyne
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