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Chairman’s Notes
It is with considerable regret that I have to tell 
you of the deaths of Bill Case and Ian Tullock. 
Both members succumbed to cancer earlier 
this month and they will both be greatly missed. 
Bill was the Branch Membership Secretary for 
many years and a local licensee. Ian helped 
out at our Beer Festival and was an active social 
member, participating in many trips and surveys.
Obituaries will be appearing on the website.

After our successful running of the 35th Newcastle 
Beer & Cider festival, branch business continues 
unabated. Regional surveying for Pub of the 
Year (POTY), Club of the Year (COTY) and Cider 
POTY continue. Survey Trips have been planned 
and branch meetings and Wednesday Wanders 
abound. We are also planning social events for 
new and young members, without whom the 
branch would not be as successful. Please keep 
checking our website www.cannybevvy.co.uk 
for further details. An update to our website is 
also under way as is communication by social 
networking so if this interests you, let us know.
Blogging and beering at the same time, can’t be 
all bad!

National issues are also on our agenda. The 
May is Mild month campaign has just ended but 
CAMRA is 40 this year and the search is on for top 
campaigners, historical (or hysterical) pictures 
and event organisers. The Localism Bill has still 
to be finalised and the protection of rural pubs is 
very relevant to our branch area. Canvassing your 
local MP. is still at the heart of many campaigns 
so a good relationship, no matter your political 
leniencies, is crucial to a successful campaign.

Finally a mention for the Great British Beer Festival 
(GBBF), our national extravaganza. If you want to 
go, why not enter the competition (details inside) 
and go for free!  

Contributions, articles or advertisements 
greatly appreciated. Wherever you are going or 
whatever you are doing, have a great Summer but 
remember… drink responsibly.

	 	 	 												Cheers, Richard
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Future Meetings And Events

Tuesday 7th June 7.30 pm
Ladies	Meeting	(incl.	beer	tasting)
LYH,	Northumberland	Road,	Newcastle

Wednesday 8th June 7.00 pm
Wednesday	Wander	(start	Copperfields,	
Tynemouth)
(for	itinerary	see	Canny	Bevvy	website)

Saturday 11th June
Post	Festival	Volunteer	Outing
Holmfirth/Huddersfield,	Yorkshire

Saturday 25th June
Branch	Meeting	&	trip	South	Northumberland
Allenheads	Inn,	Allenheads

Wednesday 13th July 7.30 pm
Wednesday	Wander
(for	itinerary	see	Canny	Bevvy	website)

TBC July
Branch	Meeting
possibly	Battlesteads	Hotel	&	Restaurant,	Wark

TBC July
Regional	Cider	Pub	of	the	Year	Presentation

Sunday 7th August 2.30 pm
Ladies	meeting
Dyvels,	Corbridge

Wednesday 10th August 7.30 pm
Wednesday	Wander
(for	itinerary	see	Canny	Bevvy	website)

Saturday 20th August 1.00 pm 
Regional	Meeting
Head	of	Steam,	Reform	Place,	Durham

TBC August
Branch	Meeting
possibly	Black	Bull,	Blaydon

Friday 26th August
Canny	Bevvy	published

Further	details	on	times,	itineraries	and	other	
local	festivals	are	either	on	the	Canny	Bevvy	
website	www.cannybevvy.co.uk	or	in	
What’s	Brewing.

HADRIAN BORDER 
 BREWERY

Deliveries every week to Edinburgh
in the north, Darlington and 

Middlesborough in the south and 
across the Scottish Borders, County 

Durham – plus of course daily around 
Tyne & Wear and Northumberland.

Tel: 0191 264 9000
for a list of our cask products

Hexhamshire Brewery.
A real taste of traditional ale, a beer
for every occasion.
Delivered directly and through SIBA
DDS in the North of England and by
quality wholesalers nationally.

E: ghb@hexhamshire.co.uk
T: 01434 606577

W: www.hexhamshire.co.uk
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Local News
Terry Laybourne 
opens Newcastle 
pub

Chef and restaurateur 
Terry Laybourne’s 
company, 21 
Hospitality Group, 
has opened a pub in 
Newcastle. The pub 
called The Broad 
Chare, is located on 

Newcastle’s Quayside and is being developed 
in partnership with nearby Live Theatre. Former 
Michelin-starred chef Laybourne already 
operates Italian restaurant Caffe Vivo within 
Live Theatre’s complex. Laybourne’s Cafe 21 
sous chef Chris Eagle will be head chef at 
the pub.

The menu will focus on English, seasonal 
dishes with food such as crackling, pork pies 
and Scotch eggs on offer in the bar and a more 
sophisticated menu in the site’s dining room 
with “straightforward not over-designed food.”
The Broad Chare will also have a big focus 
on craft beer and real ales and the business 
is working with Wylam Brewery to develop a 
bespoke ale, Writers Block. 

Following an interesting AGM, your committee 
have been re-elected for another year. 
Details of the post-holders are, as always, 
on the Branch Contacts page and the 
www.cannybevvy.co.uk website. David 
Vaughan has been appointed as Branch 
LocAle Coordinator and will remain as 
Canny Bevvy Features Editor.

There was also an update to the Branch 
Constitution that allows up to 16 members 
on the committee, so if you are interested in 
participating, have some spare time and see 
an opportunity that is not being covered, 
then please contact the Chairman. 

Congratulations to Richard & Dee Slade at 
the Battlesteads Hotel & Restaurant, Wark, 
nr. Hexham for winning yet another award. 
This time it is the silver in the Sustainable 
Tourism category of the 2011 EnjoyEngland 
Awards for Excellence, which are run by 
VisitEngland. Branch members will have a 
chance to judge for themselves as our July 
Branch Meeting is being held at Richard 
& Dee’s award-winning venue.

LYH pub at 10 Northumberland Road, just off 
Northumberland Street, Newcastle city centre, 
has announced its first full-scale beer festival -
‘LYH’s 1st Beer & Cider Festival’ - to begin on 
Thursday, June 9th and lasting until all the ales 
run out. At least 20 ales from all over Britain, 
many with a summer theme, will be available. 
“We aim to have all 20 ales on sale, all the time, 
as we are having a special cask stillage built in 
the beer cellar, so that customers will have the 
ultimate choice, until the ales run out” said John 
Chandler, Manager of LYH. “We are determined 
to become part of the burgeoning beer festival 
market - our sister pubs in The Head Of Steam 
Ltd have been doing beer festivals for many 
years” he said.

There will also be a range of traditional ciders 
and perries.

The pub has a regular extensive menu, but 
special meals will be available during the 
festival period, linking food with particular ales.
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Branch Trip

As part of an increasingly busy 
social calendar, a series of pub 
surveying trips are organised 
covering a large cross section of 
pubs and areas across the branch. 
This one was extra special as it 
contained an award presentation...

On Saturday 26th March, 33 intrepid topers 
boarded the minibus, piloted by possibly 
the most patient woman in the world, and 
enjoyed (endured?) a leisurely journey 
to Alnwick. 

Our destination 
was the John 
Bull Inn, on 
Howick Street,

 to present 
licensee Gus 
Odlin with the 

North Northumberland Pub of the Year 
certificate, for the third year running. 
This basic and traditional back-street 
boozer offers several cask beers, a real 
cider, malt whiskies galore, and a huge 
selection of Belgian beers. What’s not 
to like? We were greeted by a merry 
band of regulars, along with a few other 
CAMRA members from across the county, 
and even a couple of local brewers. 

A good time was had by all, and by the 
time 2 hours had flown by, it was almost 
time for afternoon closing, and our cue 
to leave. 

Congratulations to 
Gus, who can be 
seen [left] receiving 
the award from 
branch chairman 
Richard Dollimore, 

and all the staff, for winning the award 
yet again.

Our next port 
of call was 
Bamburgh, 
famous for its 
imposing Grade 
1 listed castle 
overlooking the 

beach, specifically to visit the newly 
refurbished Castle Hotel. The Castle had 
been reopened for just a few hours when 
we arrived, and was not quite finished 
(the back room still a building site, and the 
toilets not all completed), but the modern 
take on a traditional pub was impressive 
none the less. Brews from Scottish 
Borders and Black Sheep breweries 
featured on the bar. 

A fair proportion of the group wandered 
to some of the other pubs in the town, and 
one or two even braved the elements after 
a pint and headed to the beach on the hunt 
for the WW2 defences, before it was time 
for the short journey south to Seahouses.

Seahouses, known as the ‘Gateway to the 
Farne Islands’ for obvious reasons, is also 
notable for its pubs, and more importantly 
by this time in the day, Fish and Chips. 

One such eatery claims to be the favourite 
‘plaice’ (see what they did there!?) of the 
Hairy Bikers, though you can make your 
own minds up as to whether that’s 
a good thing or not. 

To the pubs, then: 
the light and airy 
Bamburgh Castle 
Inn has a 
commanding 
position above the 
harbour, and offers 

a choice of beers and home cooked food 
with a spectacular view. 

Across the road 
is the large and 
rambling Olde 
Ship Inn, which 
features 3 bars and a 
plethora of nautical 
memorabilia. This 

pub is rightly listed in CAMRA’s North East 
Regional Inventory for Pub Interiors of 
Special Historic Interest.

The final stop 
of the day was 
Alnmouth, to visit 
the Red Lion Inn, 
an 18th Century 
coaching inn, 

with its traditional arched entry passage 
way, and a cosy bar. A farmhouse-style 
restaurant serves quality seasonal food, 
and three generally locally-sourced guest 
beers are available. 

By this point it was getting very cold and 
past peoples’ bed time, and before we 
knew it we were back in Newcastle. 
Thanks to the accommodating licensees, 
who didn’t even break into a sweat when 
the bus turned up, everyone who attended, 
and of course our driver Cath for looking 
after us.

 

This is obviously just a snapshot of the pubs 
in this area of Northumberland - what a 
shame, we’ll have to go back again at 
some point! 

The next trip includes the branch meeting 
at the Allenheads Inn, Allenheads, on 
Saturday 25th June, followed by a visit 
to pubs in the South West of the branch. 
Places are limited, if you would like to go 
please contact Chris Mansfield (contact 
details at front).
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Right next to the station at Wylam

Proprietor Mr G.N. Weatherburn Manager Mr J. J.  Bennett

Station Road, Wylam, Northumberland NE41 8HR
tel: 01661 853431 email: theboathousewylam@live.co.uk

open 11am till 11pm everyday except Sun 12pm till 10.30pm

Big Lamp
@ The Boathouse

Friday 27th -
Monday 30th May

All your favourite
Big Lamp Brewery beers

PLUS a New Brew Exclusive
to The Boathouse

Be there or Miss out!

Find us on FACEBOOK
and Follow us on TWITTER

Meet the Cider Maker
To start off their 100 Ciders of 
Summer, The Cluny asked us to 
join them in meeting the Cider 
Maker. So, on Wednesday the 23 
March 2011 about 30 cider lovers 
took the opportunity to meet Allan 
Robinson from Westons Cider.

We were all 
greeted with a 
complementary 
Westons half 
pint glass 
and more 
importantly the 
knowledge that 
if wanted, the 
glass never had 
to be empty! 
We had Country 
Perry, Old Rosie, 

1st Quality, Henry Weston’s 2009 Vintage, 
Organic cider and Organic Pear to 
choose from. 

But the night was not just about drinking; 
Allan also talked us through a presentation 
he had prepared (unfortunately for him the 
projector wasn’t working) on the history of 
Westons Cider and for those who took note 
a chance to win a prize from a selection 
of Westons goodies. A great night was had 
by all and Allan was impressed with the 
number of cider lovers who had come 
along to meet him.

Lisa Barron
Cider and Perry Officer      

(If you missed this event, there is 
another opportunity to “Meet 
the Cider Maker” at another 
Head of Steam pub, LYH 
on Northumberland Road, 
Newcastle on Thursday 9th 
June between � and 9.30 
pm. Tickets are priced at 
£3 and are available, in 
advance from the bar).

Under New
Management

A warm welcome awaits from Gareth and his team,
come on in and see the changes

The Duke of Wellington

To advertise in this publication 
email: press@cannybevvy.co.uk

For more information and all the 
latest news, visit our website at: 
www.cannybevvy.co.uk
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Local Festivals

It is encouraging to see the increase 
in Real Ale Beer Festivals in the 
Northumberland and Tyneside Branch 
Area. These are improving and 
expanding year by year. 

Recently there was the South Gosforth 
Project beer festival in which three pubs sold 
over a hundred different real ales in the 5th 
-8th May weekend. The Millstone, Brandling 
Villa and The Victory had a very successful 
festival and were assisted by CAMRA 
members in setting up temporary bars and 
dispensing facilities.

The Newcastle Beer Festival was 
forced to move venue due to Newcastle 
University’s refurbishment and as a result 
there was more room for real ale drinkers at 
the Northumbria University Student Union. 
Over 6,000 people drank 24,624 pints of 
real ale and 5,152 pints of cider and perry. 
Nearly �0 new CAMRA members signed up. 
Last year we celebrated having over 1,000 
members in our branch. This year it is just 
breached 1200 - not bad and 
a real boost for real ale too. June Scott 
our membership secretary is very pleased. 
June is a hard worker for CAMRA and we 
owe her our congratulations on a job 
well done.

A list of local beer festivals can be found 
on our website at www.cannybevyy.co.uk 
but a selected few are listed here:- 

1st - 4th June 
Brandling Villa Pie Festival                              

16th - 18th June 
Tynedale Rugby Club Corbridge                       

8th - 9th July 
Haydon Bridge Football Club

15th - 17th July
Music and Beer Festival, Three Horseshoes 
High Horton, Cramlington  
                         
26th - 28th August 
Shotley Bridge Cricket Club                             

26th - 29th August 
Warkworth Cricket Club                              

1st - 3rd September 
Durham CAMRA 
(Student Union Durham Uni)

15th - 18th September 
Stables, Beamish Hall

24th - 25th September
Alnwick Town Hall

7th - 9th October
Red Lion, Alnmouth

6th - 8th October
Bonded Warehouse, Sunderland CAMRA

22nd - 23rd October
Chester-le-Street Cricket Club    

3rd - 7th November
Newcastle Cricket Club, Jesmond

This list is distinguished by the fact that 
our CAMRA Technical Team will be assisting 
in setting up and providing dispensing 
facilities and in some cases bar staff. Any 
CAMRA branch members who are interested 
in assisting at these festivals - either at setting 
up or staffing the bars can contact Stuart 
Scott at or near the selected dates.
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We had a change 
of venue after 
20 years but our 
customers still 
turned out 
in droves. 

Many thanks go to everyone who helped 
with posters and publicity including the 
Journal who sponsored our Festival beer 
mats. Our early VIP session went very well 
and on the opening night we let in CAMRA 
members 2 hours early. We also introduced 
a CAMRA member’s fast-track system. 

We ploughed extra resources into 
admissions, the system being 
supplemented by a £10 note quick entry 
system (4 tokens, entry charge and a 
glass). The queue on the opening night 
which normally takes about 50 minutes to 
clear was well and truly scuttled after 12 
minutes. Furthermore the big bang (high 
intake of customers) which normally hits 
us at peak periods on a Friday evening 
was contained and conquered! There 
were some sterling efforts from our staff 
during these periods which helped the 
success of the festival. 

The cider bar proved once again to be 
very popular and our new management 
team and volunteers coped extremely 
well. They were kept busy throughout 
but never lost control; and our customers 
were served quickly. Clearly the extra 
space was a huge bonus, as was the 
extensive quality seating.

The different bar layout for the beers 
was very popular. Our bar volunteers 
were up for the challenge too and coped 
very well. They were well turned out in 
their festival shirts, thanks to sponsors 
High House Farm Brewery and Wylam 
Brewery. For the first time ever we topped 
the 100 volunteer mark and I had to draw 
a line and refuse more offers of help. 
Without our CAMRA volunteers we 
would not have a Festival. 

15 volunteers from J D Wetherspoon came 
to our assistance on Friday evening and 
put in a sterling effort. You seemed to like 
the festival glasses as we had very few 
left, perhaps you liked the new logo of our 
glasses sponsor Hadrian Border who have 
now moved to Newburn. 

35th Newcastle Beer and Cider Festival
Here are a couple of e mails I received 
giving a different perception of things:-

 Hi,
 
I know you guys and gals do a sterling 
job but my real ale colleagues and I were 
somewhat disappointed in the set up last 
week. Just the fact that we had to traipse 
up and down stairs from the seating area 
to get our beers plus negotiating double 
doors with your beer didn’t help (bit of a 
H&S issue there). Hopefully the students 
union will be up and running at the Uni 
next year. All the best...

AND

Hi Gordon,

I’m a member of Tyneside CAMRA, 
although not an active participant. I 
just wanted to let you know that I thought 
this year’s Beer Festival was the best ever. 
The venue was much better – no queues 
to get in, at least when I was there, plenty 
of space to get at the beers, which were 
laid out in a much more sensible fashion 
and therefore easy to locate – and a 

reasonable amount of space to drink 
them in, unlike at the ‘other’ university 
where you were always in danger of a 
stray elbow relieving you of your drink! 

Keep up the good work next year, and 
I may even get organised enough to 
volunteer! 

Best wishes...

We do not know what will happen next 
year. There is much to consider. The hire 
cost was more but our capacity was 2000 
as against 1250. If extensive seating is 
introduced at Domain (the big hall 
where the beers were) the numbers 
will be significantly reduced. 

Last but not least, our Festival Charity 
raised in excess of £1400 an excellent 
return which reflects again on the hard 
work and commitment of the Charity 
volunteers.

We hope you enjoyed the Festival, and 
please come back again next time.

Gordon Heal (Festival Organiser) 
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4 Canny Bevvy

CAMRA + 40 
I was in my mid-twenties and living 
on Tyneside at the outbreak of 
CAMRA in 1971. 

The biggest pub-owner in the North East, 
Scottish and Newcastle Breweries, had 
removed all real ales from their bars some 
� years earlier, although Draught Bass was 
still on sale in most Bass houses, so there 
was no problem getting a pint of Britain’s 
Finest. Also, Tetleys had a foothold in 
the area and cask Tetley Bitter was fairly 
ubiquitous and a great session drink.
 
In those days at least you knew where you 
stood. If there was an illuminated blue 
star outside a pub, it was a Newcastle 
house with processed beers, likewise if 
the symbol was a red triangle or a jovial 
huntsman there was a sporting chance that 
a pint of decent Bass or Tetleys awaited. 

I opened my own pub in Tynemouth in 
1983, at which time little had changed 
other than the brief incursion of Matthew 
Brown beers into Tyneside, only for them 
to be taken over (at the second attempt) 
by S&N in 198� and who quickly shut their 
Blackburn brewery. 

Matty Brown were famed for their award-
winning, mind-blowing, 5% Slalom D Lager, 
which S&N quickly delisted in favour of 
Foster’s pseudo-Aussie fizz with more 
brewery workers jobs down the pan. 

Interesting that Slalom D was brewed at 
the Lakeland Lager Brewery at Workington, 
right by the docks and formerly the 
Workington Brewery, but enough said 
as it was not a real ale. 

Whitbread were a bit 
thin on the ground 
on Tyneside in 19�1, 
although they were 
still brewing real ale 
at their Grade 1 Listed 

Castle Eden Brewery 
which they had bought from Nimmos in the 
early sixties and where they brewed Castle 
Eden Ale. 

Sadly, this is now a housing estate, 
although the original Georgian buildings 
are intact. 

As Newcastle Breweries had taken out 
all real ales by 1964, having replaced 
Newcastle Ordinary, Exhibition and Scotch 
Special with Starbright and Younger’s 
Tartan, Tyneside really was something 
of a real ale beer desert by 19�1. 

Despite there being no BII trade certificates 
for bar staff in 19�1, I contend that in 
general, pubs were better run in those 
days. The tenant or brewery manager was 
often ex armed forces or ex Police and 
in the case of Vaux Brewery, they had a 
penchant for taking on ex professional 
footballers. 

There was no need for doormen and 
Pubwatch had not been invented, but 
trouble was less of a problem then than 
it is now, despite that fact that a lot more 
beer was sold in pubs in those days. 

The Police made unannounced weekly 
walkthrough visit to all pubs and it has to 
be said that they were treated with great 
respect. 

Licensing was controlled by the Magistrates 
and was much better regulated than it is in 
2011 under local council control and a 
lot cheaper for the licensees. 

It is Tony Blair who we have to thank for 
taking licensing from the Magistrates who 
had over seen it for over 800 years and who 
had performed their duties impeccably. 
In 19�1, trading hours were 11-3 and 5.30 
-10.30 weekdays and 12-2, 6-10.30 on a 
Sunday. 

Pubs filled up quickly for the 5.30 early 
doors session and the Sunday lunchtime 
2 hour session in most pubs was their 
busiest of the week. 

Shops were closed on a Sunday and it was 
the norm for a drinking man to return from 
the pub at 3pm for dinner with the family, 
have a snooze then out again at six o’clock. 
It was said that many a bairn on Tyneside 
was conceived on a Sunday afternoon! 

The working men’s 
clubs were in their 
heyday in the early 
seventies, selling 
cheap tank beer 
from their own 

Federation Brewery, no food, but plenty of 
entertainment in their concert rooms. But 
the clubs were their own worst enemy, not 
moving with the times. 

It was a sad day for Tyneside when the 
Federation Brewery, established in the 
1920s by working men, shut its doors. 
Sir John Fitzgerald Limited had a chain 
of free houses on Tyneside, with real ale 
in some of them, including the Crown 
Posada where a fine pint of Draught Bass 
was on sale and which 
was extremely popular 
with barristers from the 
nearby courthouse. They 
also kept a good pint of 
Sam Smith’s Old Brewery 
Bitter in The Bacchus.
 
There was a bit of Camerons and Vaux real 
ale on Tyneside, but neither were popular 
north of the River Tyne. 

I can not recall drinking in any privately-
owned free houses on Tyneside in the early 
seventies as they simply did not exist. The 
big brewers had a stranglehold in the area 
and they guarded their territory with 
a watchful eye. 
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Forty years down the line 
and what a difference. 

For a start, there are now more 
supermarkets than there are pubs 
and supermarkets sell a lot more 
alcohol than public houses. 

It is arguable that the supermarkets 
and to a lesser extent corner shops are 
directly responsible for the big surge in 
alcohol-related illness by selling cheap 
booze. In my experience, not many 
alcoholics use pubs, but our politicians 
can’s see the wood for the trees and 
continue to persecute publicans. 

In common with the 
rest of the UK there 
have been mass 
closures of pub and 
clubs, but there are 
many more privately 
owned free houses 

on Tyneside than there were in the 
seventies and there are a good few small 
breweries, the oldest being Big Lamp and 
Mordues. Also it has been great to see the 
emergence of smaller mainstream brewers 
such as Black Sheep in nearby north 
Yorkshire and a relief that Samuel Smith 
continues to thrive in the 21st century, as 
does the Fitzgerald chain of pubs. 

Vaux brewery in Sunderland was sold 
to Tesco and still remains undeveloped. 
It is a sad irony that Vaux were getting 
their act together on the real ale front 
when there was a bitter boardroom 
squabble, resulting in the brewery closing 
in 1999, after 150 years of brewing and 
with the loss of �00 jobs. 

They still had a team of dray horses for 
local deliveries right to the end. Perhaps 
they should have stayed a family-owned 
firm like Sam Smiths of Tadcaster instead 
of going Public. 

CAMRA supported the ill-fated Beer 
Orders brought in in 1989 and although 
it forced the large brewery groups to 
reduce their tied estates to 2000, it 
resulted in the brewers spinning off 
purely pub-owning companies (‘Pubcos’) 
such as Punch and Enterprise and these 
were much, much worse than their 
predecessors and are currently just about 
bust and en route have closed thousands 
of potentially viable pubs. We have the 
Tories to indirectly thank for the creation 
of the Pubcos. 

The Beer Orders, 
brought in by the 
Tories under Lord 
Young’s guidance 
was a total disaster 
and had a devastating 
effect on the UK beer 
and pub market. In 

1989, the two biggest breweries in the UK 
owned some 16,000 pubs between them, 
but in 2004 Punch and Enterprise owned 
more tied houses than that and yet did 
not brew a single drop of beer. The Beer 
Orders were revoked in 2003, but by then 
the damage was done. The Beer Orders 
could only have been conceived by 
blinkered politicians. 

It is the same Lord Young who was 
sacked by the Tories in 2010 when he 
declared to the nation that ‘we have 
never had it so good’. 

He clearly lives in his own little world. 
Better that he had gone into the family 
business of flour-importing, as he did 
not understand the workings of the pub 
industry or the needs of pub goers. 
It is a safe bet that like most of his 
colleagues in the Palace of Westminster, 
the noble Lord more than likely never 
ever uses a public house and regards 
them as “quirky little things” for 
Commoners. It has to be said that the 
nature of the product that the four 
Founding Fathers of CAMRA set out to 
protect has changed dramatically. 

In 19�1, a typical real ale took at day 
or two to settle, having a high yeast 
content and the hoppy ales really did 
have lots of leafy hops in the barrel. 

For example, Draught Bass took 
approximately 2 days to clear, but the 
end product was truly superb. By trying 
to make modern real ales idiot-proof, the 
brewers have “blandardised” the beer. 

It was said that a Bass could go cloudy 
if a jacket was put onto the barrel! 
Contrast this with typical real ales from 
micro brewers in 2011. 

For example, when I was given the task 
of tapping and spiling some �0 different 
real ales at a Cockermouth CAMRA beer 
festival, within one hour of all the beers 
going onto the gantry, every single one 
was as clear as bell and ready to serve. 
Real ale? Drinkable yes, easy to look after, 
but lacking the body and full flavour of the 
real ales of yesteryear that the founders 
of CAMRA set out to protect. 

I would like to see the return of some 
difficult-to-look-after real Real ales, but 
either way, modern real ales are 100% 
better than smoothflow keg beers. 

Forty years down the line, The Campaign 
for Real Ale is alive and well and with a 
record number of members. 

My Life Membership subscription in the 
early seventies has proved to be a good 
financial investment and I’ve beaten the 
Actuaries at their own game. 

The continuance of real ale in the UK 
is dependent on the survival of the 
public house. The message is quite 
simple, use them or lose them. 

Hugh Price 
Tynemouth Lodge 
Hotel 
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Great British Beer 
Festival 2011 

August 2nd - 6th
Earls Court, London
“Win free entry to the World’s 
Largest Pub!” - 25 pairs of tickets 
up for grabs: www.gbbf.org.uk         

The Great British Beer Festival 2011 
(GBBF) at Earls Court is drawing ever 
closer, with CAMRA hoping for another 
record-breaking event!

In 2010, over 66,000 people attended the 
5-day extravaganza, with over 1,000 
CAMRA volunteers giving up their time 
to make the Festival the biggest to date.

This year, Festival-goers should expect 
�00+ real ales, ciders, perries and foreign 
beers from around the world, with CAMRA 
claiming to have something to suit every 
drinker’s taste buds! To accompany this 
heady range, the Festival offers a great 
choice of food from traditional cuisine 
to classic pub snacks, unforgettable 
live music, a wide variety of pub games 
to occupy your time, and an array of 
tutored tastings from some of the leading 
authorities in the beer world.

Tickets for the event are now available 
and can be pre-ordered for a discounted 
price from the ticketing website at 
www.seetickets.com/gbbf. With such 
demand at the door of Earls Court for 
tickets, pre-ordering is a great way of 
ensuring you do not miss out on the 
Festival fun! 

While the British real ale, cider, perry and 
foreign beer lists are being finalised in time 
for this year’s Festival rope drop on Tuesday 
August 2nd, CAMRA is looking to give away 
25 pairs of tickets to GBBF to beer drinkers 
old and new. 

To be in with a shout of winning a pair 
of tickets, please answer the following 
question correctly and submit your answer, 
name and address to: jon.howard@
camra.org.uk by Friday July 8th 2011. 

Entries can also be posted to: 
Jon Howard, GBBF Comp, CAMRA, 230 
Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts, Al1 4LW.

Competition question:

This year, CAMRA, the Campaign for 
Real Ale is celebrating its…

a) 10th birthday
b) 40th birthday
c) �0th birthday

Winners of the tickets will be notified 
by Friday July 15th 2011.

Festival Opening Times:

Tuesday August 2nd - 5pm to 10:30 pm
Wednesday August 3rd to Friday August 5th 
12 pm to 10:30 pm
Saturday August 6th - 11 am to � pm

For further information on the Festival, 
visit www.gbbf.org.uk

2–6 August 2011
Earls Court, London

Organised by the Campaign for Real Ale

Great British Great British Great British 
Beer FestivalBeer FestivalBeer FestivalBeer FestivalBeer FestivalBeer Festival

Searching for the perfect pint?

BOOK NOW
ADVANCE TICKETS 
Discounts for CAMRA members

0844 412 4640 
www.gbbf.org.uk
www.seetickets.com/gbbf

 GreatBritishBeerFestival  

GBBF 4
yearsOF CAMPAIGNING

CA
MRA CELEBRATING

GBBF-2011-poster-A3-Final.indd   1 16/02/2011   13:51
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One of Newcastle’s oldest and best loved
real and craft ale pubs.  Proud to champion
local ales whilst serving great craft beer

from England and further afield...

St Lawrence Road, Ouseburn, NE6 1AP
0191 265 5764

Plus 8 real ciders,

Find us at the mouth of the Ouseburn by
walking along the quayside or taking the

Quaylink Q2 bus to ‘Ballast Hills’

9 cask handpumps

 
  Mordue IPA and Durham Magus Regular

Up to 7 guest ales

 Always at least 6 real ciders

  Over 60 UK and US bottled ales & growing

MORE THAN
JUST A VIEW

Regular beer fests and brewery events
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‘My Top Ten All 
Time Favourite 
Pubs in the UK’
Since I have been on this planet, 
well over half a century and been 
drinking since the mid 60s, I have 
a lot of experience on this. These 
are not just ‘one visit pubs’ where 
you think ‘yeh that was superb’ but 
consistently good pubs visited many 
many times over the years. Some 
have now closed so all are left are 
fond memories. So in no particular 
order here we go:

1) Bacchus, Newcastle. Started going here 
in 1st year of teaching in the early �0s for a 
‘mender’ after work then all day drinking 
sing songs at Christmas and after 5 a 
side on Friday. There is always good beer 
and food, Sam Smiths OBB in the �0s at 
sensible prices, still a great pub after 
recent ish makeover.

2) Haymarket Hotel, Newcastle. Great 
atmosphere and super quality McEwans 
80 shillings, great juke box but sadly pulled 
down by the urban vandals, on the quiet 
I believe one late evening.

3) Britons Protection, Manchester, 
always superb quality beer, Tetleys was 
better than in Yorkshire, superb pub in 
every way.

4) Brewery Tap next to Boddingtons 
Strangeways Brewery, Manchester (when 
it was there) Proper Boddingtons, sadly 
demolished in the 90s

5) Old and New Dungeon Ghyll, Langdale, 
Cumbria 2 pubs close and difficult to 
separate. Particularly good in the �0s 
on summer evenings after walking

6) Shepherds Inn, Ashton Under Lyne. 
Had a brilliant Folk club in the late 60s. 
Loads of good artists came, and I learnt to 
play table football here as well and then 
impressed my friends when I went to 
the Uni. as they were not common then. 
Wonderful times, usually decent beer now 
sadly demolished.

7) Buffet Bar Stalybridge Train station,  
What can I say, if you haven’t been go to 
Staly Vegas train station as soon as you can, 
6 real ales and like stepping back in time, 
unmissable.

8)  The Saddle, Blackpool. A real locals 
pub serving excellent real ale at great value 
prices. I’ve been going to Blackpool for 
years and this is a real gem not far from 
Stanley Park, good outside area and decent 
food, well worth a visit in its own right.

9) Job Bulman, Gosforth. Got to mention 
a Wetherspoons as I spend so much time 
in them. Great staff, beers, food also a 
book swap corner, community newsletter, 
a carol service at Christmas and sensible 
prices. As community pubs ought to be.

Thursday: Tyne Valley Stompers,
Northumberland Fayre, Hexham Morris
Friday: Ali Reay and the Johnny Baboon Band
Saturday afternoon: Vieux Carré Jazz Band
Saturday night: Northumberland Fayre and
The Proper Boys Thursday £8, Friday and

Saturday £10

Times
Thursday & Friday 6 pm to 11 pm
Saturday 1 pm to 11 pm
Get your tickets now
to ensure you get in!

Great live music!

www.tynedalebeerfestival.org.uk

Tynedale Rugby Club, Corbridge
16 to 18 June

Main sponsors

Organized by Tynedale Lions
and Tynedale Rugby Club

ACCOUNTANTS +
BUSINESS ADVISORS

PATRICIA J ARNOLD & CO LTD
C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T S

2011

Party on
the Pitch!

TICKET HOTLINE
01434 652 220

Also available at Hexham and
Corbridge Tourist Centres

In aid of Help for Heroes,
Macmillan Nurses, Epilepsy
Action and Tynedale RFC

Sports Related Projects

It’s the 10 th tynedale

Over 120 real ales & ciders
Plus wine, soft drinks, hot and cold food

10) Star Tavern Belgravia Mews, 
Knightsbridge London. This has been in 
the Good Beer Guide every edition I think. 
Superb original pub with wooden floors 
and fantastic Fullers Beers. I always try 
to pop in especially as London is more 
affordable with Travelodges at £10 a night 
in Hounslow.

Cheers, Allan 

(Ed.: Can you beat Allan’s selection? 
If you can I will publish the “best of 
the rest”.) 
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Sign up for a 4 day Basic Brewing Course
When: June 27th – July 1st 2011
Where: Newcastle College Rye Hill Campus
Contact Applied Science: 0191 200 4224 or
mark.bell@ncl-coll.ac.uk and make your pitch!

Do you want to learn to brew?Do you want to learn to brew?
How about a course in basic brewing?

Battlesteads
Beer fest

Wark, Hexham, Northumberland NE48 3LS. Tel: (01434) 230 209  
Fax: (01434) 230 039  Email: info@battlesteads.com  www.battlesteads.com

Saturday 6th August 
12 noon till 11pm. Hog roast plus 
‘The Happycats’ playing live from 3pm
Sunday 7th August
12 noon until the beer runs out

• Admission £3 including programme
and commemorative glass. CAMRA members £2!!

• In aid of Great North Air Ambulance
• Accommodation packages available - phone for 

details

1 s t  A N N U A L

20
beers to try, 

including lager
and cider

battlesteads ad 128x190_Layout 1  11/05/2011  13:23  Page 1
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25th Anniversary Party All Dayer
Gateshead Town Hall Sun. 12th June

Martin Stephenson and the Daintees
Martin will be appearing solo in the afternoon and with 
the Daintees at night for a rare one off show. He has 
played the club many times over the years.

James Hunter Band
Crafty cockney Howlin Wilf (& The Veejays) 
played J’Hot Club many times in The Bridge 
Hotel days before he became James Hunter 
& made it big in USA.

Frank Fairfield (USA) 
Frank Fairfield sings and plays 
soaring hillbilly stompers, arcane 
rambling songs and murder ballads, 
on fiddle, guitar and banjo.

Emily Barker & Friends 
(Australia)

An amazing songstress & storyteller 
– “a gorgeous, sincere voice that 
grabs you and won’t let go” - The 
Sun. Emily’s ‘Nostalgia’ was the 
theme tune for BBC1’s Wallander. 

PLUS Gypsy Dave Smith, Tim Dalling, Peter 
Bruntnell Trio, Chet & Kathy’s Acoustic Jam

 Midday till Late – for tickets ring box office 0191 433 6965 
£25 All day/night, £20 evening only, £10 daytime only

for more information and other gigs  www.jumpinhot.com


