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The UK’s No. 1 beer and pub guide
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Recognise the best, with the CAMRA Good Beer
Guide 2026. The definitive beer drinker’s guide for
those seeking the best pints in the nation’s pubs.

Order your copy now at shop1.camra.org.uk ORDER NOW




CAMRAmMmMbDle

Swalwell Brewery, founded in 1765 by John
and Mathew Taylor, became the largest in
County Durham, situated on Brewery Bank.
It sourced water from 200 feet below, stored
in an 8,000-gallon cistern atop a 50ft tower.
By 1852, the brewery specialised in mild
beers and porter, closing in 1901 when the
plant and fittings were auctioned off.

Nearby is

The Sun Inn,
affectionately
known as "The
Maids," named
after two
spinsters who
ran the pub.
This was the
meeting point
for our sixth
CAMRAmMble on a chilly October morning.
Davie Cook welcomed us as he served his
first customers. | chose a refreshing Banks' -
Wainwright Gold (4.1% ABV).

The Tyneside & Northumberland branch of
CAMRA organised the second Gateshead
Beer Month, highlighting excellent local
pubs, including the Sun Inn, where we
collected stickers for promotional leaflets.

At noon, 14 walkers set off down Sands Road
towards the River Derwent, passing the tall
chimney of the former Northumberland
Paper Mills, still standing in a supermarket
car park.

We enjoyed views along the east bank of the
River Derwent, which flows for 35 miles from
Blanchland to its confluence with the River
Tyne. Crossing the Derwenthaugh railway and
footbridge, an iron girder structure replacing
a wooden bridge from 1865/66, we continued
towards the Skiff Inn at Derwenthaugh. This
food-led establishment featured one cask ale,
Hadrian Border - Northern Pale (4.1%), which

was in excellent condition. Henry Clasper, a

famous oarsman born in Whickham in 1812,
was the landlord in the late 1830s and built

two winning skiffs for races.

Refreshed, we embarked on a mile-long
walk along the south bank of the River Tyne,
enjoying beautiful views. The Derwenthaugh
Marina, once an important coal shipping
point, was used by the Consett Iron
Company, which transported coal via the
Garesfield & Chopwell Railway.

Before reaching Blaydon Haughs, we
passed under three significant bridges: the
Scotswood Bridge (1964-67), the Scotswood
Railway Bridge (1871), and the Blaydon
Bridge (1987-90).

Turning southwest onto a main road
through Blaydon Haughs, we approached

a railway level crossing and Blaydon town
centre. The area, also known as The Spike,
derives its name from a land projection into
the Tyne or a lodging house for Irish workers.

We soon discovered Firebrick Brewery &
Tap Room tucked away in Blaydon Business
Centre. Owner Alistair Lawrence introduced
us to a fantastic selection of ales, including
the amber Blaydon Brick (3.8%), pale Pagan
Queen (4.0%), Toon Broon (4.6%), and
Blaydon Blonde (4.3%). | chose the Blaydon
Blonde and settled onto a comfortable stool
in the inviting taproom.
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Swalwell to Ryton

The brewery reflects the former Blaydon
Brickworks, established around 1730, which
produced high-temperature firebricks until
its closure in 1975 due to clay shortages
and competition.

After leaving the taproom, we crossed a busy
road, walked through Blaydon shopping
centre, and found the Black Bull, a locals'
pub with a “no pool table, no juke box, no
bandit” policy. With the lounge closed at
lunchtime, we gathered in the cosy bar,
where | enjoyed Firebrick - Pagan Queen
(4.0%). The pub's proximity to Blaydon railway
station makes it ideal for thirsty travellers.

Our next leg was delightful. Within minutes,
we walked along a 1%%-mile stretch of the south
bank of the River Tyne, passing a tribute to The
Blaydon Races, a Geordie folk song from 1862
celebrating horse races at Blaydon. The races
resumed in 1889 and continued until 1916.

Before reaching Newburn Bridge, built in
1893, we passed Ryton Haugh, historically

a grazing meadow. We turned from the
river, crossed the railway line, ascended
Peth Lane, and arrived in Old Ryton Village,
visiting Ye Olde Cross. This busy Edwardian
half-timbered pub was the first community-
owned pub in the Tyne Valley, relaunched

in July 2019 after villagers raised funds to
acquire it. | enjoyed Anspach & Hobday

- Hop Pickers' Pale (4.2%).

As darkness fell, we walked to Lane Head, a local
hub in Ryton, where we visited a single-roomed
micropub. There, | treated my taste buds to
Firebrick - Pagan Queen (4.0%) and Three
Brothers - South Pacific Pale (4.2%).

Look out for our next CAMRAmMble early in the
New Year, where we will enjoy more good walks,
cosy pubs, and delightful ales.

Tara-a-bit!
@MorpethWolf

By Dave Haddon
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Newcastle Beer &

As the winter season beckons, thoughts of
gift-giving often take centre stage. This year,
why not consider the unique present of a
visit to the Newcastle Beer & Cider Festival?

Set to return for its 48th year from 15th to
18th April 2026, this cherished celebration
of local and regional craft beverages
promises to be an unforgettable experience
for enthusiasts and casual drinkers alike.

The festival, a staple in the North East's social
calendar, showcases an impressive array

of beers and ciders from talented brewers
across the region and beyond. Attendees
will have the opportunity to explore new
flavours and reconnect with tried-and-tested
favourites, all while soaking up the vibrant
atmosphere that the festival is renowned for.

This year, we are delighted to announce

that members of the Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) will be granted free entry, saving
up to £10 per day on door prices. If you have
not yet joined CAMRA, now is an excellent
time to consider becoming a member. With
membership starting from just £34 a year,
not only will you enjoy free access to this
festival, but you will also receive £30 worth of
pub discount vouchers and exclusive partner
offers. Most importantly, your membership
will aid in the preservation of real ale and the
communities surrounding it.

In preparation for this exciting event, we
encourage festival-goers to pre-book their
glasses and tokens, as rising costs continue
to impact local festivities. This year, we are
introducing a new token system designed
to enhance your experience. Tokens will
be available at a price of 85p each, with
the amount required for each drink clearly
indicated on the menu and in the festival
programme. Typically, expect to spend
around three tokens for a half pint.

This new structure allows us to expand our
selection, featuring a wider variety of beers
while adhering to CAMRA's guidelines.

We also invite local businesses, groups,
and societies to join in the fun by exploring
sponsorship opportunities at the festival.
From glassware and volunteer T-shirts to
wristbands and casks, there are numerous
ways to get involved. For just £60, you can
sponsor a cask, which includes a mention
in the festival programme and your logo
featured on the menu board. It's a fantastic
way to gain exposure for your business while
supporting the local community.

Mark your calendars and prepare for a
fantastic celebration of all things beer and
cider this April. We encourage you to secure
your tickets early at www.nclbeerfest.uk/go

Join us in raising a glass at what promises

to be a memorable Newcastle Beer & Cider
Festival. We look forward to welcoming you
to this iconic event, where you can indulge
in the best that the North East has to offer!

For more information on sponsoring
the festival or getting involved, email
festivalorganiser@cannybevvy.co.uk
Or scan the QR code to learn about how
you can help the festival

By Anthony McMullen
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Cider Festival 2026

E@AMRA
NEWCASTLE

BEER & CIDER FESTIVA

15TH-18TH APRIL 2026
NORTHUMBRIA STUDENTS’ UNION

www.nclbeerfest.uk
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Poetry in the Pub

Over the last 15 years or so there has been
an explosion in interest in poetry. Book
sales have significantly increased, poetry
events take place across the country and
thousands of people are writing poetry.
Pubs are at the core of the mushrooming
live poetry scene, why do pubs and poetry
dovetail together?

My first experience of poetry in a pub was in
the fondly remembered and much missed
Broken Doll in Newcastle in the mid 1980s.
Henry Normal introduced himself as a poet,
he told the audience that poets can get Arts
Council funding and comedians can't. Henry
Normal later set-up Baby Cow Productions
with Steve Coogan, he is still writing and
performing poetry.

Poetry events have a range of different
formats, most take place on a weekday
evening, some are held on a weekend
afternoon. Some charge an admission fee,
others are free.

There are nights where there is a bill of guest
poets, the audience sit, watch and listen.
However, it may be a night where most of
the people attending take turns to read
poems that they have written.

Whilst most poetry events have a relaxed,
supportive ambiance that encourages
people to write and read out their poems,
in contrast ‘Poetry Slam’ events are
competitive. Poets sign-up for a slot, they
are then called to the stage to read a poem
that they have written, knock-out rounds
whittle down to the final 2 poets. The poets
are judged on their performance and the
quality of their poem. Judging may be

by a panel of judges, who may be drawn
from audience members or invited poetry
experts. Alternatively, the competition

may be judged by who gets the most
applause - somewhat similar to Huey Green'’s
Opportunity Knocks Clapometer (which |
am sure CAMRA’'s more mature members
will remember, or possibly most CAMRA
mempbers). Hi-tec events have started using

16 GannuIBevvy Issue 266 ® Winter 2025



QR codes to enable the audience to vote
with their phones.

Many pubs hosting poetry events are well
known as a local music venue, often for
traditional folk nights. In some ways there
is a similarity, folk clubs often have ‘floor
singers/performers’ who start the evening
before the main act. This approach is re-
purposed for the spoken word performers.
The Cumberland Arms in Newcastle during
the dark days of the 1970s and 1980s was
one of the few pubs in Newcastle where you
find real ale, it now has five changing beers
and a reputation for cider.

| asked Amy Langdown (left), one of the
founders of the Out of Your Head night at
the Cumberland Arms why she helped set
the night up. Amy told me that she was
approached by the pub as they were keen

to start a poetry night. She is now regularly
asked by pubs and bars to host a night in
their venue, clearly pubs see poetry and
spoken word events as an attraction to
drinkers. Amy enthused, ‘it's the great oral
tradition, it's what people do in pubs, they sit
with friends, tell stories and drink beer.’

Rowan McCabe (below) who is perhaps
best known nationally as ‘The Door to Door
Poet’ told me he ‘developed writing and
performance skills playing the upstairs

and back rooms of pubs.’ He added, ‘the
Cumberland Arms and the Bridge Hotel are
pubs keen to nurture creativity.’

So, if you are want to try something new,
find a local pub poetry/spoken word evening
and give it go!

By Martin Ellis
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Tuns of Ale in Sheriff Hill

I have climbed the bank up to Sheriff Hill to
have a look at a pub that has reintroduced
real ales after a long break.

There has been a pub on this site since
1267, King Edward Il once poured a pintin
1553 when he visited what was then the
Wellington Inn. It was later the Sodhouse
Inn, and it was used during the plague as
storage for bodies waiting burial. Under
another guise the pub was closed down
three times during the 1800s for regular
cockfighting.

The current building was built in 1923 for
Newcastle breweries. In the 1950s following

a refurbishment, The Three Tuns was the
breweries flagship pub, and the upstairs
offices were used for management meetings,
press briefings etc.

Landlord Paul Smith was born in Gateshead.
His early working life was in retail management,
this entailed working around the country, but
he always had a desire to come home. 25 years
ago, the opportunity to run The Three Tuns
came up and it seemed the best way to settle
back on Tyneside.

Other than drinking in them, Paul had no
experience of pubs but learned very quickly.
The Three Tuns rapidly gained a reputation
for live music and that continues today, with
music every Saturday and Sunday. Many of
the customers from those early days are still
regulars and the of the staff from the early
days are still pulling pints.

No real ale had been offered since before
lockdown; however the pub has a real ale
enthusiast as a near neighbour, Gary Moore
from Microbus has been suggesting real ales
as an extra option. Recently, following much
persuasion and advice, Paul decided to give
it a go. Two hand pumps were installed at the
end of September, and they have been put
to good use. Emphasis is on excellent quality
local ales at sensible prices and it has been

a remarkable success. Plans are in place for

a third pump which will enable the option

of a dark ale to compliment the pale ales
currently being enjoyed by the regulars.

The Three Tuns also offers a good range

of keg beers and has a good can & bottles
fridge. It is well worth the climb up the hill.
In addition to the live music the pub has

a weekly quiz night, a busker’s night, and
shows regular televised football. Opening
hours are 12.00 till 22.45 weekdays and until
23.45 Fridays and Saturdays.
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'Microbus Gateshead

Arch ’ ‘High Level Parade, Wellington Street Nﬁs ZAJ

HOLLY BUSH INN

Award winning Bed and Breakfast
Restaurant and Beer Garden

A warm, welcoming Pub and Bed & Breakfast in
the heart of Northumberland's Dark Sky Park with
fabulous views along the Tarset Valley. Home cooked
meals, a welcoming log fire and a well stocked bar with
a varied selection of gin, whiskey and real ales.

Discount on real ales for CAMRA members

T

Tel: 01434 240 391 « Email: hello@hollybushinn.net
The Holly Bush Inn, Greenhaugh, Near Kielder,
Northumberland, NE48 TPW

www.hollybushinn.net
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Cask Ales

Real Cider ¢ &;
CraftKeg
Wines & Spirits
Beer Garden

7 Albion Road - North Shields
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Beers are best shared with others. So, treat someone you like
to a CAMRA gift membership this festive period and bring
them along to the pubs and festivals that matter.

Set their membership to go live on a specific day and they'll
receive all the great discounts, benefits and vouchers you do,
through the post.

Buy a gift membership today
camra.org.uk/membership



Real Ale by Real Fire

As winter breathes its chilly air across
North East England, few things are
more inviting than sinking into a snug
armchair by a real fire whilst sipping

a pint of truly local real ale. Our region
is celebrated for its array of pubs that
not only offer a warm welcome but
also serve some of the finest ales in the
country. Whether you are a seasoned
connoisseur or a casual enthusiast, the
gems scattered across North Tyneside,
Gateshead, Northumberland, and
Newcastle provide the perfect backdrop
for a cosy winter outing.

Nestled in the heart of Felling, the
Wheatsheaf is a traditional pub that holds
a special place in the local community.
With its charming interior and inviting
atmosphere, it is a delightful spot to
enjoy a pint. The real fire crackles warmly,
creating a snug environment ideal for
long conversations with friends. However,
what truly sets the Wheatsheaf apart is its
quirky feature: an outside toilet.

While this may evoke a cheeky grin, it adds
an element of adventure to your visit.
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Stepping outside for a moment, even on
the coldest of nights, makes returning
to the warmth of the fire all the more
invigorating. It is these little experiences
that enhance the charm of traditional
pubs, making the Wheatsheaf a
memorable choice for winter evenings.

Just a short drive away, the Cumberland
Arms in the vibrant Ouseburn Valley is
another must-visit. This traditional pub
showcases a delightful mix of character
and atmosphere, with a roaring fire

that beckons you to stay a while. The
Cumberland prides itself on its selection
of local ales, often spotlighting breweries
from around the North East. The warm
glow from the fire and the rich flavours of
the ales create an enchanting experience.
Not far away, the Free Trade is renowned
for its impressive selection of cask ales,
complemented by views of the Tyne,

best enjoyed from its large window.

Ye Olde Cross, situated west of Gateshead,
offers a blend of history and comfort. With
its wooden beams and welcoming hearth,
patrons can savour a well-poured pint of real
ale while soaking up the pub's rich heritage.



Continuing west, you will find yourself
near Dipton Mill, Hexham, where the
eponymous pub provides a delightful stop.
Its cosy corners and crackling fire offer the
perfect backdrop for enjoying

a locally brewed ale, enhancing the

pub’s allure.

The Boatside Inn at Warden, positioned
elegantly along the banks of the River
Tyne, has become a cherished spot for
Hexham residents and visitors alike. This
pub combines stunning riverside views
with a relaxing atmosphere. Offering a
diverse range of ales sourced from nearby
breweries, it ensures there is something to
suit every taste. Whether you wish to enjoy
a winter warmer by the fire or savour the
scenery from the outdoor terrace, it is an
ideal location to unwind after exploring
the beautiful countryside.

Further west, the Holly Bush in
Greenhough is a local favourite, exuding
character with its welcoming atmosphere
and crackling fire. It is an ideal gathering
spot for friends looking to enjoy a fine
selection of ales.

Heading towards the Northumberland
Coast, where stunning scenery and the
crisp winter sea air await, Embleton’s
Grey's Inn beckons with its inviting charm.
The roaring fire complements the robust
flavours of its ale selection, encouraging
patrons to linger and savour each sip
alongside good company.

The Jolly Fisherman in Craster is another
absolute delight, known for its stunning
views and hearty fare. Here, the inviting
fire creates a warm atmosphere, perfect
for enjoying a refreshing pint of real ale
whilst listening to the waves crashing
along the shore.

Further north in Alnwick, Tanners stands
out with its unique charm. This pub not
only serves a superb range of real ales but
also features a lovely real fire, creating a
heartwarming vibe. The rustic décor and
friendly staff make it feel like a home
away from home.

As the temperatures drop, there is no
better time to explore the real ale scene
across North East England. These pubs
provide not only delicious ales but also a
warm, inviting atmosphere that makes
them perfect for winter visits. Gather your
friends, pull on your warmest coat, and
embark on a journey to discover the real
ale pubs ideal for winter warmth by the
fire, including the cheeky charm of the
Wheatsheaf. Cheers to good company
and even better beer.

By Anthony McMullen
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BOOK REVI EWS by Martin Ellis

The Pub: Wit,
wisdom &
weirdness

on Britain's
best-loved
establishment
The Fence
Hardback
£16.99

The cover of the book declares that the book
is about the wit, wisdom and weirdness on
Britain's best-loved establishment. The Pub is
a collection of short form writing, lists, quotes
and cartoons celebrating diverse aspects of
Britain's greatest institution, the pub.

The first article | turned to was on pub
etiquette written by William Hanson, he
highlights the importance of ‘the rule of the
round’ - ensuring drinkers buying a drink
when it's their turn, and the tradition of
standing at the bar instead of queueing at
the bar. | thought the article on ‘At the urinals’
- would be about pub toilets, it's actually an
article about Liverpool and the Philharmonic
(which does have quite incredible urinals).

There's a section titled ‘The Best Pubs in
the UK’ which picks a short list of pubs in
a selection of towns and cities. The pubs
selected on the Newcastle page are; Crown
Posada, Tyne Bar, Bridge Hotel, The Strawberry
and the Free Trade. A selection of pubs that |
am happy to drink in, however, it's a somewhat
superficial snapshot of Newcastle's pubs.

The section | most enjoyed was the ‘Pub
Crawl of Fulchester’ based on pubs featured
in Viz comic, there’s a double page illustration
spread of Fulchester and an appraisal of
Fulchester’'s pubs and pub characters.

The book is entertaining and amusing at
times, however, it's perhaps provides short
measure by not going into more depth to
properly explore the great British pub.

> The Good
et Beer Guide
2026
Paperback
£16.99

Foreword
by Ed Byrne

The Good Beer Guide is the book that every
travelling beer drinker needs. All the pubs
in the guide have been selected by CAMRA
members, with local branches picking
pubs for the guide. The brewery section is

a key part of the book, listing more than
1,600 breweries and 5,000 beers. Sadly, the
section also lists breweries that have closed,
it takes up a page and a half (the text
printed at a small point size).

Foreword writer, Ed Byrne reveals how
much he enjoys visiting local pubs and
ideally drinking local beer, pre-gig. He
shares with the reader his disappointment
that many places he visit “..that simply
don't have a decent pub....Reassuring
he concludes, ‘what | have discovered is
that there are some true delights to be
discovered if you know where to look...

Acclaimed beer writer Roger Protz
introduces the brewery section, his
summary of what has happened over
the last year in the UK brewing world is
somewhat depressing. On a positive note, it
highlights why the Campaign for Real Ale is
needed as much as it ever has.

Whilst there are many online ways
to discover pubs, my view is that the
Good Beer Guide is needed as much as
it has always has been. When visiting an
unknown city, town or village, the Good
Beer Guide ensures you will find the best
pub to enjoy a beer.
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Merry Christmas - a modern winter beer

Christmas beers, or winter ales, can mean
different things to different people. For
some, they represent a darker or stronger
beer, a trend historically prevalent. For
others, it may involve the addition of festive
spices; | still recall a Christmas beer festival
at The Cluny that left me unable to face
cinnamon again until Easter. Recently, there
has been a trend of incorporating sweet
flavours into beers, resembling a Quality
Street in a glass. While some of these can
be quite delightful, others may leave you
wishing to brush your teeth between pints.

The perfect winter ale can indeed vary
widely, so | consulted several local brewers to
discover what they believe constitutes a great
modern Christmas beer.

B =
A

First and Last Brewery does not specifically
label beers as Christmas or winter offerings.
However, as a brewery influenced by the
seasons, it seems natural for a winter beer
from F&L to embody the essence of rural
Northumberland. Sam spoke to me about
their seasonal release, Damson Porter (4.8%).

“Each autumn, we brew our award-winning
Damson Porter. For us, this is a classic

taste of autumn and winter. It is a smooth,
robust porter made with hand-picked
Northumberland damsons.

The rich dark chocolate and sweet aromatic
malt character is beautifully balanced with
the distinctive tang of damsons. Although
the recipe remains consistent each year,

we appreciate how it changes based on

the damsons, ultimately influenced by the
year's sunshine and rain—a true taste of
Northumberland. This beer is part of our
Made with Northumberland range, which
celebrates the stunning, untamed land
where we live and work, brewed with locally
sourced and foraged ingredients.”

Dawn from Anarchy Brew Co has a clear
philosophy on Christmas beer:

“In our opinion, a Christmas beer should
be traditional, just like Christmas itself.
We do not want to alter tradition, so you
can expect a dark beer with some added
traditional flavours.”

Anarchy's Christmas offering is a dark
beer with a seasonal twist:

“Our Christmas beer is a Rum & Raisin Porter,
4.5%. We have brewed it since our very first
year in 2012, and for the first time, we are
canning our Christmas beer, which will

be available from our online shop and

local retailers.”

Continued on page 29 >>>
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From the heart of

N_ORTHUMB_ERLAND

Available in Cask, Keg, Bottle and Can.
Enquire today, contact Phil 07545 885352

or phil@alnwickbrewery.co.uk ALNWICK

Be sure to call in at our Brewery Tap and Bottle Shop A H R F

e Venue e Live Music e Street Food NORTHUMBERLAND
Alnwick Brewery Co Ltd. | Hawkhill | Alnwick | Northumberland | NE66 3PG

Traditional Northumberland Free
EM B L E T ot,,

Always a warm welcome...
from Chrissy and her team (open fires in winter).

Quality real ales, local spirits and good food.

South facing sheltered beer gardens, with its own
‘Potting Shed’ converted for cosy conversatlon J
and dining, including a Log burning Stove.. g

Situated in the heart of Embleton,
The Greys Innis a short stroll from <
one of the best beaches and scenic
walks in the country.

Open 7 days a week
Reservations: 01665 576 983

Stanley Terrace, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE6 30N
Email: enquiries@thegreysinn.uk
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Merry Christmas - a modern winter beer

Phil Bell at Alnwick Brewery is enthusiastic
about his seasonal beers. Although itis a
recent tradition for them, with their first
winter beer released in 2022, it is clear that
this allows the brewery to experiment:

“In 2022, we released our first 'Winter Ale,’
starting a series of seasonal beers now
featured on our calendar year-round. We
now release a Spring, Summer, Autumn,
and Winter ale in each season. Each

beer differs from the year before, as we
experiment with styles and put our own spin
on intriguing brews. This year’s (2025) Winter
Ale is a 4.8% Blackberry Porter—rich and
smooth with roasted malts, dark chocolate,
and ajuicy hint of blackberry. It is a balanced
blend that is fruity, velvety, and perfect for
winter sipping.”

Wylam Brewery enjoys two Christmases
each year, celebrating Jakehead Day on
13th December. Harry Vaulkard is eagerly
anticipating this year's festivities:

“We did the Imperial Jakehead for the past
two years, which we felt was brilliant, but
you can only do that for so long. After three
consecutive years, it loses its special appeal.
This year, we are producing a Dipper to
replace the Imperial. It contains about 25
grams of hops per litre, making it very hoppy!
It smells amazing as we brew it.

We are also doing a small run of Jakehead in
cask, but it will be limited for Jakehead Day.
It is a case of getting it while you can, as cask
Jakehead presents several challenges, but
we felt it was worth the effort. Additionally,
we are launching Jakehead Embryo, a
version taken out mid-fermentation that is
not as heavily hopped, allowing for a more
pronounced maltiness. It is probably a more
traditional version of the beer and will be
fined to feel closer to the original release.

We will also offer a limited edition can run
with the DIPA and the Embryo, as well as
the standard Jakehead.”

While not the most traditional of Christmas
beers, the can range could make excellent
Christmas gifts. Wylam also has another
release for the winter season:

“Affogato resembles a macchiato style we
have done in the past but with a lower

ABV of around 5 or 6 percent, featuring
vanilla pods. With so many strong options
available during Christmas, we wanted to
create something lighter than the imperial
macchiato we usually release. There is
significant hype around Christmas beers, but
the window for sales is short. If not consumed
by the end of December, shifting excess stock
in January can be challenging.”

Having a variety of takes on winter ales makes
the bar more interesting and gives us all
something to look forward to during the long
nights. After all, variety is the spice of life,

as long as that spice is not cinnamon.

Paul Hillhouse

Paul will be hosting regional beer tastings
and discussions at Beer Street, Newcastle,
throughout the year, starting with Christmas
beers on st December. Tickets are available
on the branch website.
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Canny Bevvy Quiz

by Martin Ellis

What is Offshore on Newcastle's
Quayside now called?

Which month is the Newcastle
Beer and Cider Festival?

What is the Cumberland Arms,
Byker poetry night called?

What the name of the North Shields
pub which was a fire station and has
just reopened?

o~

Which Tynedale pub has a slice

Which Ouseburn’s brewery’s of the Sycamore Gap tree trunk?

brewer won ‘Young Brewery
of the Year' award?

&

What's the name of Birtley
new micro pub?

Which Sheriff Hill, Gateshead pub
known for its live music has just
started stocking real ale?

Which sheep related pub in
Alnwick has just been refurbished?

B

What's the name of the best
selling national pub guide?

LAST ORDERS

If you have a complaint about any Editor's Corrections: In the last edition of the
unfair trading practices, such as short CannyBewvy, The date of The Holly Bush Inn
measures, beer quality, overcharging, takeover was incorrectly stated as June 2020
service or misleading product rather than June 2025.

promotions, you should firstly inform

the publican. If however you do not

get a satisfactory response, then

SRl go ol

CAMRA recommends that you Get involved... CannyBevvy is powered

contact Citizens Advice. by our readers and members.
Contact details listed below.

Please contact editor@cannybevvy.co.uk

Citizens Advice consumer to make an article submission.

helpline: 03454 040506
Textphone: 18001 03454 04 05 06
(Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm)
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HOTEL.

— BIRTLEY —

Fine ales, great atmosphere, honest food.
The heart of Birtley.

Cask and craft Ales including Bass * Fine Lagers and Stouts
Regular Live Entertainment ¢ All sports shown * Quiz Nights ¢ Pool
Great Juke Box * Stunning Beer Garden * Discount for CAMRA members

Just 20 minutes from the centre of Newcastle or Durham on the frequent Angel 21 bus route
which stops right outside our front door.

Durham Road, Birtley ¢ Tel: 0191 4102582

Mon to Thurs 11-11 ¢ Fri & Sat 11 — Midnight * Sun 11.30 -11

- Just behind the Chantry / Tourist
Information Morpeth

South East
Northumberland
Pub of the Year 2024

Opening times
Momn-Sat 5-10.30
Sun3-10.30

%2024 *
A
& RE WS
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£1,000
with CAMRA!

Join our monthly raffle! You could win cash
prizes, vouchers and beers boxes, all while
helping us preserve pubs and great beer

for future generations.

Each entry gives you a unique number,
and if your number is drawn, you win
one of our great prizes, it's as simple

as that. FIND OUT MORE

To sign up, visit @AMRA

camra.org.uk/raffle Raffle




